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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Conservation Commission 

Meeting Minutes February 12, 2018 
Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 

  
  
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Commissioners, a meeting of the Conservation Commission was held on Monday February 12, 2018 at 7 PM in the Selectmen 
Meeting Room.  
  
The Conservation Commission's role is to preserve and protect the integrity of wetland systems in the Town. The Commission derives its 
authority from the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and the Wenham Water Resources Protection Bylaw.  
The Commission is also responsible for the promotion and sound development of the natural resources and protection of the watershed 
resources of the community. The Commission may receive gifts, bequests or devises of interests in land, subject to the approval of the Board 
of Selectmen. 
 
With a quorum present, Mr. Colarusso called the meeting to order at 7 pm.   
Commissioners present: Philip Colarusso, Chair; Chris Gajeski; Leo Maestranzi; Malcolm Reid, Asma Syed 
Not present: Robert Burnett; Michael Novak 
Also present: Margaret Hoffman, Planning Coordinator; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary  
 
Public Material 
Agenda 
 
Abbreviations used 
NOI -Notice of Intent 
OOC – Order of Conditions 
 
Public Hearing – Notice of Intent  
Applicant: Scot Hennessey- Hannah Solar on behalf of Gordon College 
Location: 255 Grapevine Road (Assessors Map 43, Lot 1)  
Project: Notice of Intent for the construction of a ground mounted solar array on existing tennis courts within jurisdictional 
proximity to the Wetland Resource Areas located at 255 Grapevine Road (Assessors Map 43, Lot 1).  
 Notice of Intent Application 1.25.18 
 Alternate Site Analysis 
 NOI 
 USGS Salem MA Quadrangle, Hannah Solar 
 Wetlands Reservation – Solar Corridor Cutting Maintenance Program Gordon College 1.23.18 
 Hancock Associates Stormwater Report to Accompany NOI for solar farm at Gordon College Campus January 2018 
 Permit Site Plan Hancock Associates 1.19.28 
 
Ms. Hoffman read the public notice as published in the Hamilton Wenham Chronicle February 1, 2018 that the Wenham 
Conservation Commission would conduct a public hearing in accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act, MGL Chapter 131, 
section 40, and the Town of Wenham Water Resources Protection Bylaw Chapter XVIII at the Wenham Town Hall 138 Main 
Street, 7:00 PM on Monday February 12, 2018 to discuss the Notice of Intent filed by Scot Hennessey on behalf of Gordon 
College, for the construction of a ground mounted solar array on existing tennis courts within jurisdictional proximity to the 
Wetland Resource Areas located at 255 Grapevine Road. 
 
The Solar Developer, Scot Hennessey, was present to answer questions. 
Paul Helgesen, Director of Plant Operations and Sustainability at Gordon College spoke briefly to the application stating the 
goal is to produce green energy and reduce the carbon footprint of the college.  The electricity generated would be used solely 
by the College.  The proposed location for the panels was an abandoned tennis court space which provides an ideal base.   
 
Kurt Young, Hancock Associates, began the presentation and referenced a plot plan of the proposed location of the solar panels 
ideally located on a paved tennis court space abandoned by the college; this area abuts Route 128.    
The water flow channel leading to Coy Pond were identified on the plan. 
The Wetland Resource was delineated in November 2017; the wetlands abut the edge of the tennis court. 
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As a low impact plan the entrance is gravel, there is no increase of impervious area, silk sock will be used for erosion control, 
and a hand-held chain saw will be used to cut down the trees marked for removal and the brush piled to create a natural habitat 
for wildlife. 
He noted the proposed mitigation to replace the removed canopy with small trees 3 to 6 feet in height and for shading on the 
panels to be monitored by the collage; the holes to plant the trees would be hand dug but a small excavation machine would be 
used to dig the trench to Barrington Center for power lines. 
The meeting was open for questions / comments. 
Because this plan is for redevelopment of a disturbed area, there was limited comments/ questions and the project was viewed 
favorably.  
Mr. Maestranzi observed that as benign as this project appears, it is directly adjacent to the BVW and cited the Town has a 30 
foot no touch zone and a 50 foot no build zone and expressed his concern that the permitted project may set a precedent; the 
Chairman concurred. 
 
The College was reminded that any future projects may not be able to use the same BVW boundary. 
There will be environmental monitoring every 2 weeks during construction. 
Mr. Young observed the western side of the site is dense with bittersweet and requested to clear out the bittersweet and any 
dead or hazardous trees and it was agreed the Planning Coordinator and if necessary the Tree warden would be contacted and 
oversee this request.  
The COC would include a monitoring plan. 
The applicant was asked to submit an alternate analysis to show there were no other viable locations 
Vote:  Mr. Gajeski moved, and it was seconded, to issue an OOC with conditions as discussed.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Administrative Business:  
 
•  Review Approved Conservation Restriction (CR) for 56-60 Main Street Wenham Pines and endorse if required  
 Draft Conservation Restriction. Approved – Commonwealth of Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy & 

Environmental Affairs February 5, 2018.  CR Reference NO. 16364 
Present: Attorney Miranda Gooding, Glovsky and Glovsky; Tony Tambone, Wenham Pines 
Attorney Gooding reviewed the process to have the Conservation Restriction be reviewed at the state level. Attorney Gooding 
noted that it took an extensive period of time but the CR has been returned with a series of edits to “clean-up” the document 
and conform it to the standard form.  Both Ms. Hoffman and Town Counsel were copied on these series of emails. 
The Commissioners signed the CR.  Attorney Gooding, as a Public Notary, certified the signatures. 
The next course of action is to forward the CR to the Board of Selectmen for signature; the final copy would be submitted to 
the Planning Office.      
 
•  Informal meeting with Matt and Libby Tangney of 30 Batchelder Park to discuss possible work within Conservation 
Commission’s jurisdiction 
Mr. Tangney introduced himself as a new resident to Wenham and gave a general overview of his property which is on Pleasant 
Pond; work on this property is under the jurisdiction of the Conservation Commission. 
Mr. Tangney reviewed the repairs he proposed to do on the property to get feedback from the Commission before going 
forward with an estimate in an effort to have the plans prepared according to the regulations.  He primarily spoke to the 
removal of poison ivy, repairs to a retaining wall, and landscaping. 
The Commissioners stressed the importance to have a professionally executed plan, including materials, plantings and 
engineering on the wall. 
 
•  Update on 213R Larch Row Water Quality Certification 
The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Water Quality Report was provided to the Commissioners,  
•  Update on Open Space and Recreation Plan  
The update to the Open Space Plan continues to move forward.   The second public forum is in March. 
•  Approve Meeting Minutes - January 8, 2017  
The minutes of January 8, 2018 were unanimously approved.  
• Next Meeting - The Next Conservation Commission meeting is February 26 
 
Adjournment - The Commissioners unanimously adjourned at 8:13 pm.  
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
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Catherine Tinsley 
2.18.18 
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